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Michael Scorer

London Borough of Camden
Bidborough House

20 Mabledon Place

London WC1H 9BF

Ph: 020 7974 3423

Lessee

England’s Lane Residence
England's Lane

Belsize Park

London

UK

NW3 4XJ

The property is located on the corner of England’s Lane and
Haverstock Hill, and front's the entire stretch of England’s Lane
between Haverstock Hill and Antrim Road.

Please see 5 copies of OS-based plan
NO

No building or other operations will be taking place as part of the
proposal

There will be no Change of use of the land or building

The building has current planning permission for hostel use., The
Director of Environment wrote to Town Planning consultants for the
previous landlord on 28" October 1997 regarding a proposal to use
England’s Lane Residence as a hostel, reference G9/9/D. On page 2
of the correspondence it states

“..1 consider that your proposed operation at Englands Lane could
be classified as a hostel in planning terms, a “sui generis” use, and
thus no planning permission would be required for its continued use
as a hostel as this is the current lawful use.”

As specified above, the existing use as a hostel is within a ‘sui generis’
use class.

The proposed use of the England’s Lane residence as a hostel will also
be within the 'sui generis’ use class.

The proposed use of the England’s Lane residence is a temporary one,
based on a 10 year lease arrangement with the fandiord.
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The proposal is to lease the England’s Lane residence off the landiord
for a 10 year period for the purpose of housing homeless
persons/families. A small proportion of rooms will also be made
available for key workers, however they will be absorbed within the
overall management and leasing arrangement of the entire scheme.

The England’s Lane residence contains 162 self-contained units — that
is, in the form of bedsits with their own wc/showerrooms and
kitchenettes. As part of the proposed use, the property will be entirely
block managed, and served by an extensive 24-hour in-house
management service provided by the Council's Temporary and
Supported Housing Group, which will cater to any problems that arise.
For example, the staff will ensure that repairs are dealt with, all aspects
of health and safety attended to, the building and surrounding areas
are clean and serviced on a regular basis, laundry slots are allocated,
and that families are assisted to sign on with a GP, obtain school
places, gain employment, claim their housing and welfare benefits,
gain access to local amenities, bid for properties through the Choice
Based Lettings Scheme, and any other matters.

The Council will be responsible for providing and maintaining ali
furnishings as well as maintaining in serviceable condition all cookers,
fridges, fire alarms, CCTV systems, lifts, lighting, space heating, central
heating, water heating, and for the supply and use of the water gas and
electricity to or in the Property. In essence, the Counci! will be
responsible for repair to the Interior of the Property, including all
installations (fair wear & tear and damage by any of the insured risks
excepted).

All residents will also gain access to learning and employment
opportunities being prioritised by the Temporary and Supported
Housing Group with other voluntary organisations such as St
Christopher's Fellowship and City Lit. The aim will be to make their
stay in temporary accommodation as positive and rewarding as
possible in order to enhance their progression towards successful
resettlement.

Further, the residents will be invited to take part in meetings of the
Homeless Families Network (a self-help group supported by the
Temporary and Supported Housing Group management and the
voluntary sector) that meet bi-monthly and through whom initiatives
such as coffee mornings, gardening clubs and education classes
originated, and access to computer services for adults and children.

The property will contain a multitude of communal facilities which will
aid the provision of the support services described above. These
communal facilities will include 2 laundrettes, numerous storage rooms,
and computer, teaching and meeting rooms, clinical consuitation
facilities, as well as a large indoor recreation/activities room and
external play space for children.



Hence, a Lawful Development Certificate shouid be granted for the
proposed use of the England’s Lane residence as a hostel because:
o |t will be managed as a single unit by the Council's Temporary
and Supported Housing Group, and
e It will contain a significant amount of shared communal
provision.
Further, we understand that because the lawful use of the England’s
Lane residence is classified as a hostel in planning terms, a ‘sui
generis’ use, then the issue as to whether the proposed use of the
property falls within the definition of a hostel is not dependant on the
nature of the client group, but rather on the method in which the
property is proposed to be managed.



